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Homework 

 

Through this policy we aim to ensure the consistency of homework provision across the 

school and to clarify the expectations of all members of our school community  

 

At Darlinghurst Academy we believe that homework: 

 

 consolidates and reinforces basic skills and understanding in reading, writing and 

mathematics, with additional opportunities to develop and apply knowledge of 

other subject areas within the curriculum,   

 encourages independent learning, self motivation and organisational and time 

management skills, in addition to preparing them for lifelong learning, 

 helps raise the level of achievement of individual pupils,   

 provides opportunities for parents and children to work together. 

 

We value the support of parents and carers and we believe that this policy will be 

successful if there is a strong partnership between home and school.  

 

Homework will encourage a gradual progression of skills and expectation so by the time 

children reach Year 6 they have established a clear routine in preparation for secondary 

school.  The intended role of homework is to embed skills, factual information, broaden 

and deepening thinking, complete tasks or introduce new material, along with enabling 

extended writing. Most of the homework is provided for completion over the course of a 

week so it can be made to fit around family lifestyles and commitments. Other homework 

can be set for key points within a unit of work or time or year. All children will be given a 

Homework Book in which all tasks and activities (except spellings) should be recorded. 

School expectations for handwriting and presentation should be maintained for homework 

tasks. Homework supports the learning within the classroom, often forming an integral part 

of a lesson or a pivotal point within a learning unit. Therefore we strongly encourage all 

pupils to complete homework tasks.  

 

Sequence of homework 

 

1. Homework is planned identifying the thinking skills required. It is set with a clear link to 

the learning so it is purposeful and productive.   

2. Homework is shared with the children, making the purpose explicit. Verbal guidance 

is given and detail is presented in a written form.  

3. Homework is used within the learning process, ensuring the purpose of the task is 

valued and fulfilled.  

4. All children are involved in lessons, sharing, using and applying their homework. This 

includes feedback and dialogue that is centred around homework tasks.   

Feedback at times may be in the written form.  

5. Further praise and recognition in class and / or by the school leaders. 
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Homework in Key Stage 1 and 2 

 

Homework in all year groups will be sent home weekly on a Friday and should be returned 

to school by the following Thursday (KS1) or Wednesday (KS2).  

KS1 Weekly homework will consist of reading, phonics/spelling and one other curriculum 

subject.  

 

KS2 Weekly homework will consist of reading, spelling and times tables, plus another 

aspect or subject area.  

 

Children in Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) may be set additional homework during the 

week which will support the current learning work that they are doing in class, using the 

homework within a subsequent lesson.   

 

Year 6 pupils will be given homework in relation to SATS revision and practice. 

 

Roles and responsibilities 

 

Role of the children 

Children are expected to: 

 complete their homework and hand it in on time,  

 listen carefully in class to make sure they understand what is asked of them,  

 use their homework in class, engaging in the learning,  

 contribute to pupil interviews and pupil questionnaires on homework for the school 

to monitor and evaluate its effectiveness,  

 complete their homework using appropriate writing materials with the same high 

standards of presentation that are expected in their school books. 

 

Role of Parents/Carers  

Parents/carers are expected to:  

 support school policy and communicate the value of homework to their children, 

 provide a suitable space in their home where their children can concentrate on 

their homework establish a homework routine such as no television, 

 discuss, encourage and praise their child’s efforts, encouraging independence and 

motivation, providing support or discussion with their child when needed, 

 contact the class teacher if they are not sure of some aspect of the homework or if 

their child is experiencing difficulties in doing it, 
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 complete and contribute to school evaluations and questionnaires so the school 

can monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of homework,  

 

Role of the teachers  

Teachers are expected to:  

 integrate homework into their planning, ensuring they plan tasks covering the six 

intended roles of homework, 

 set homework that gives opportunities to embed and apply knowledge and skills, 

practice and consolidate learning, including times to learn new topics, 

 ensure that it actively supports the learning taking place in class, using homework in 

lessons, allowing for dialogue and feedback, 

 explain when, what and how the task is to be done so that each child clearly 

understands and ensure they have the tools, examples of knowledge to complete 

tasks with a level of independence, 

 demonstrate that they value the homework of every child, using the homework in 

future learning, involving all pupils   

 communicate with parents regularly to clarify homework schedules and 

expectations. 

 

Role of the Leadership  

Leaders are expected to:  

 promote this policy by raising its status and importance, 

 ensure that homework is built into teacher’s planning,  

 monitor teachers’ application of the Homework Policy,  

 provide supportive guidance for parents and continue to consult with parents 

regarding its effectiveness,  

 keep up to date with new developments with regard to homework,  

 monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of this policy.  

 

Role of Governors 

The Governing Body has:  

 responsibility for the effective implementation, monitoring and evaluation of this 

policy,  

 nominated a governor with responsibility for learning and teaching who will take the 

lead in overseeing the development and application of this policy. 

 

Monitoring the Effectiveness of the Policy  

The effectiveness of this policy will be reviewed annually or when the need arises, and the 

necessary recommendations for improvement will be made to the governors. Parents will 

be surveyed regularly to gather their views on the implementation and effectiveness of this 

policy. 
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Homework Example 
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Reading Maths 

 Reading and re reading your 

phonics books – practising the 

sounds, the words, the story and 

talk about the questions 

 EYFS could share a bed time story 

and talk about their favourite parts 

 Read a story to your child 

 KS2 reading for 20 minutes year 

3/25 minutes year 4/ 30 minutes 

year 5/ between 30 and 45 

minutes year 6  

 Suggested lists of books to read 

i.e. ’50 books all kids should read 

before they’re 12’  

 Accelerated reader – year 5/ 6  

 Rock star Maths  

 Multiplication/division facts  

 Number facts – key stage 1 

 Maths games/counting/number 

recognition - EYFS 

  

Spelling  Talk/News 

 Set a word and give some 

strategies to remember how to 

spell it i.e. dot dashes  

 Word of the week   

 Mnemonic  

  

 Talking task related class 

topics/philosophy/current 

events/British Value/School 

Values/Local 

community/Celebrations  

  


