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Darlinghurst Academy Maths Calculation policy 2023   

Mission statement 

Achieving excellence together 

 

Core Values 

Achievement, Belonging, Confidence, Determination, Excellence 

 

Aims 

We ensure children are taught a rich, challenging curriculum that highlights maths in real-life contexts. We use mastery to provide a smooth and 

clear progression of learning from Key stage one and on to Key stage two ensuring that the teaching of calculation methods remains consistent 

across the 4 operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The consistent use of the CPA (concrete, pictorial, abstract) 

approach helps children develop mastery across all the operations in an efficient and reliable way. 

This policy shows how these methods develop children’s confidence in their understanding of both written and mental methods. The school 

calculation policy builds progressively from the content and methods established in EYFS, with a recognition that concrete and pictorial 

representations of problems continue to play a valuable role throughout all key stages. 

 

Choosing a calculation method 

Children must be taught and encouraged to use a simple process in deciding what approach to take to a calculation, ensuring that they select 

the most appropriate method for the problem, whether mental or written. Children need to be comfortable with a wide variety of strategies and 

representations to in order to demonstrate this. 
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Key Stage One 

Children develop the core ideas that underpin all calculation. They begin by connecting calculation with counting on and counting back, but 

they should learn that understanding wholes and parts will enable them to calculate efficiently and accurately, and with greater flexibility. They 

learn how to use an understanding of 10s and 1s to develop their calculation strategies, especially in addition and subtraction. 

Key language: whole, part, ones, ten, tens, number bond, add, addition, plus, total, sum, altogether, subtract, subtraction, find the difference, 

take away, minus, less, fewer, more, group, share, equal, equals, is equal to, is the same as, groups, equal groups, double, times, multiply, 

multiplied by, divide, divided by, share, group, shared equally, half, 

 

Key Stage Two 

In Years 3 and 4, children develop the basis of written methods by building their skills alongside a deep understanding of place value. They 

should use known addition/subtraction and multiplication/division facts to calculate efficiently and accurately, rather than relying on counting. 

Children use place value equipment to support their understanding, but not as a substitute for thinking. 

Key language: partition, place value, tens, hundreds, thousands, column method, whole, part, decrease, equal groups, the product of, sharing, 

grouping, regrouping, exchange and bar model. 

In Years 5 and 6, children build on secure foundations in calculation, and develop fluency, accuracy and flexibility in their approach to the four 

operations. They work with whole numbers and adapt their skills to work with decimals, and they continue to develop their ability to select 

appropriate, accurate and efficient operations. 

Key language: decimal, column methods, exchange, regroup,  partition, mental method, ten thousand, hundred thousand, million, factor, 

multiple, prime number, square number, cube number 
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