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Message from the Principal 
 

Dear parents and carers 

 

At Darlinghurst, we are focused on shaping the whole child. We 

recognise the importance of praise and encouragement, knowing 

that the power of words, goes a long way.  So, when I discovered 

‘Absolutely incredible kids day’, of course we made a pledge to tell 

our children how incredible they are.  

 

I started my day, leaving two notes for my children to discover. It 

felt lovely to write and great to hear them talking about it, smiling 

and sharing the news. My daughter went to school, with four notes 

for her friends, who said they would put them on their bedroom 

walls.  

 

In assembly, I shared some messages to children, written by 

members of staff. Their smiles showed their happiness and the claps and cheers from their classmates, echoed 

how proud we are.  

 
  
 

 

Something as simple as a written note to a child to 

tell them how and why they are special – lifts their 

spirits and self – esteem. We know this works with 

our postcards home.  

 

  

                                                                                     

 

Let’s continue telling our children how 

great they are. Attached on News & 

Views is a little notelet for you to use. You 

could even put one in their lunchbox 

next week. 

 

As always, enjoy your time with your 

family. 

 

Mrs Nicholls 

 

Have you registered for the SIMS Parent App? SIMS Parent App is a convenient way to 

communicate with you, share key dates and timetabled events 

What will you find in SIMS Parent: 

Messages - School term dates - Access to update your contact details 

Please let the office know if you have not yet registered. 

Please note this system has replaced the teachers to parent text service, it is imperative you register 
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News  

EYFS 

Our topic in Nursery this week has been Disney’s ‘Ice Age’, we have been 

looking at dinosaurs.  We had lots of children bring in their dinosaurs from 

home to show their friends (and some visiting mums for stay and play) during 

show and tell.  We have had fun making fossils out of salt dough and 

watched a science experiment in ODL of a volcano erupting using 

bicarbonate of soda, vinegar and food colouring. Also in P.E this week the 

children did maypole dancing, it was very, very cute! Nursery Team  

 

This week, Reception have shared lots of poems from the book 'Mad about 

Minibeasts'. We have thought carefully about the rhyming words used and 

created our own banks of rhyming words, which we are using to develop 

some exciting sentence writing. On Friday, we had a massive tidy of all our 

Reception learning areas as part of the whole school 'Great Big Clean’, 

linked to Eco-week. Great tidying Reception! We are hoping that the 

weather continues to remain less wet and windy going into next week, as 

the children really enjoy writing outside; which is easier when paper isn’t 

getting soggy and potentially blown away! Have a lovely weekend. The 

Reception Team  

 

KS1 
Year 1 have been really busy this week making puppets! We carefully 

planned and designed them last week, and got to work this week bringing 

our ideas to life. We are really pleased with how they turned out. The 

children would love to share their puppets with you, so please feel free to 

come along and see their work on Monday 25th March 3:15pm-3:40pm. Miss 

Riley, Pelican class  

 

KS2 
This week year 3 have worked extremely hard on their spring term 

assessments in maths, spellings, grammar and reading comprehension. For 

some children it can be an anxious time but the Year 3 team have been 

impressed by the ‘grit’ and determination shown by the children in 

completing the tests to the best of their abilities. Regardless of assessments, 

the children have looked at the symbolism of Buddha and the positivity that 

he radiates in RE. Tested the friction of different surfaces with toy cars in 

Science and learnt how to play Split-Splat through our topic lessons. Well 

done Year 3. Keep up the hard work. The Year 3 team.  

 

Year 4 in Outdoor Learning have been helping Miss Arnold paint tyres to make into a 

fantastic Caterpillar planter for our EYFS garden. This year our children, staff and PTA are 

actively involved in making creative spaces. Messy business but a fantastic job. Well done.   

 

This week, year 5 have been writing their own stories about the Highwayman.  We’ve had 

some great examples of language and spellings.  Some children have even used humour in 

their work.  In maths, we’ve been solving time problems and the children enjoyed creating 

their own maths Stories.  We have been learning about litter and the children have been creating their own 

films and posters, educating others about the problems with littering. Mrs Powell, Poseidon class   

 

 

         

Group 
% 

Attend 

JELLYFISH 94 

STARFISH 95.2 

PELICAN 96.2 

PUFFIN 94.4 

SEAGULL 93.8 

LOBSTER 95.4 

OYSTER 96 

SHRIMP 96.7 

DUNE 96.6 

PEBBLE 95 

ROCK POOL 95.6 

SEASHELL 97.5 

PORT JACKSON 97.3 

REEF SHARK 95.8 

SAND TIGER 96.2 

WHITE SHARK 95.9 

NEPTUNE 95 

POSEIDON 96.5 

TRITON 95.1 

BEMBRIDGE 95.2 

WILTON 96.8 

MAYFLOWER 92.9 

ENDEAVOUR 95 

Totals 95.6 
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In year 6 we have been busy completing assessments in preparation for the SATs in May. We are very proud of 

the children who have shown great commitment and resilience during this time. We have also been analysing 

Lord Alfred's poem, 'The lady of Shallot', this is a very complex poem and many 

children have enjoyed this challenge. We wrote monologues capturing her voice.  

The football team enjoyed their tournament this week.  

The after school club is preparing Year 6 well for their futures at secondary school.  

Mrs Dunne and Aisha Huson , Bembridge class  

 

The children were up bright and early on Tuesday with Mrs Blyth for allotment club.  

The children were planting Radishes and Chives.  

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder, Earth hour 

WWF is on Saturday 

30th March, between 

20:30 and 21:30. 

What is Earth hour? In 

the UK, every year millions of us take part in Earth hour. We are the first generation to know we are impacting 

and destroying our planet. Earth hour is a powerful voice to people everywhere. The worlds biggest landmarks 

such as Sydney Opera House, Empire State Building, the Eiffel Tower, Buckingham Palace and  Edinburgh 

Castle - switch off lights as a visual display of their commitment for one hour on the 30th March, between 20:30 

and 21:30. We would like you to join in and support this cause. For more information please visit 

www.earthhour.org 

Looking forward to receiving all of your stories and if you have any pictures please send them in. Miss Arnold 

 

 

A position has become available for a midday assistant, 1 and ¾ hours per day, 

11:45am – 1:30pm. It is essential that the ideal candidate is enthusiastic, punctual 

and able to work as part of a dedicated team. Please apply in writing to Wendy 

Owens, Head of the kitchen, care of the office by Wednesday 27th March.  

 

Continuing our discussion around our Healthy School Award. Below are some top tips for feeling good about 

yourself -  

1. Have breakfast before coming to school and make sure you eat enough of the right 

things to ensure that you have enough energy to do all the things that you need to. Not 

enough lunch in a packed lunch box can affect the way our children learn. Help them 

to be their best selves and make sure that they have enough of the right things for 

lunch  

2. Talk to someone – if you feel upset or stressed, it might be helpful to talk to someone 

you know and trust 

3. Do something you enjoy – Make a list of things you enjoy and try to do something you enjoy every day 

4. Chill out and relax – Try relaxing with exercise or reading a book. If you feel 

stressed, try slow deep breathing. Take a slow deep breath, hold for 5 seconds 

and release slowly. Repeat 2 or 3 times.  

5. Keeping your cool – when we feel angry changes happen in our bodies and we 

can behave differently without thinking. One way to stop yourself from acting 

without thinking is to imagine a set of traffic lights 

¶ Red – Stop - If you feel yourself getting angry, imagine the red light telling you to stop 

Celebrating Excellence 

Well done to the children who attended the Infant Music Festival  

this week. You sang beautifully and your performances were full  

of energy and character. Miss Riley 

 

George E, White Shark class and Thomas E, Puffin class both took  

part in their karate grading’s. Thomas achieving a white and yellow belt, George 

achieving a yellow belt. 

 

 

http://www.earthhour.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi7nI6g4ZXhAhWOHRQKHcPWDUoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.nursingtimes.net/news/primary-care/change4life-launch-new-childrens-exercise-campaign/5000801.article&psig=AOvVaw2opV7PhK9srQpHWEkM98sZ&ust=1553344458926997
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¶ Amber – cool off and think. Try some deep breathing to calm yourself or move away from the 

situation 

¶ Green – ready to go. Now you have taken the time to calm down you are ready to act. 

6. Celebrate what is positive in your life – sometimes it is hard for us to think of the good things that 

happen to us. Often we spend so much time worrying about the things that we can’t do that we forget 

to celebrate about the things that we can do. Celebrate the best of you.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you shop online (Amazon, Argos, ASOS, eBay … and so 

the list goes on)?  Easyfundraising is a great website where 

you can help the PTA raise funds for the school simply by 

doing your everyday online shopping with over 3,600 big 

name retailers. 

Every time you shop, we receive a small donation to say 

‘thank you’ and it’s completely free too! We want to raise as 

much as possible so please sign up and help us at 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/darlinghurstpta/ 

and encourage your friends and family to do the same. 

So far, we have 102 supporters and just over £600 has been 

raised – can we increase that to 200 supporters and £650 

raised by the start of the summer holidays? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you tweet?  

 
Follow us @DarlinghurstSch 

 

        
Thu 28 Mar 

Year 5 Highway Man Visit (School Hall)    
Fri 29 Mar 

PTA Mother's Day Sale - read more > 

Wed 03 Apr 

School Uniform Pop Up Shop 3:00pm-4:00pm  

(Sports Demountable ) 

Wed 03 Apr 

Year 4 Southend Pier & RNLI Trip 

Fri 05 Apr 

Year 6 Cake and Bric A Brac Sale   
Fri 05 Apr 

ACADEMY Closes for Easter Holidays   
Tue 23 Apr 

Academy opens for Summer Term 
  

Wed 24 Apr 

Year 4 Girls WHSG taster session   
Thu 25 Apr 6:00pm 

Year 5 PGL 2020 Meeting (School Hall)  Children 

Welcome    
Fri 26 Apr 

Class Photos 

Please visit www.darlinghurst.uk/calendar/ for 

future dates 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/darlinghurstpta/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjxhOGN45XhAhWNx4UKHRn9C7gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.safefood.eu/Healthy-Eating/What-is-a-balanced-diet/The-Food-Pyramid.aspx&psig=AOvVaw1nfuL7zbrI41-BjVM1gFUv&ust=1553344971611934
http://www.darlinghurst.uk/calendar/view/567_PTA_Mother_s_Day_Sale
http://www.darlinghurst.uk/calendar/
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Mother’s Day Sale 29th March - Next Friday!! 
Our stock of goodies has now arrived and we know the children are 

going to be so excited to buy those special ladies in their life some 

presents from our pop-up shop! 

Gifts cost £1 each (Max of 2 gifts per child) 

Don’t forget to send their money in a purse or named envelope and 

await your surprises! 

 

 
 
PTA Wet Play Activity Boxes  

The children have produced a shopping list for us! Before we start 

purchasing, we thought we’d ask you if you have any of the 

following, good condition games/toys, you might consider donating: 

* Lego (or Lego compatible) bricks * Connect 4 

* Guess Who * Snakes & Ladders 

* Dobble * Hedbandz 

* Cards Games: pairs, snap etc * Top Trumps 

* Wooden Construction * Action Figures 

* Barbie / Monster High etc plus clothes * Finger Puppets 

Please hand donations to the office or send in with your child. Thank 

you! 
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