
Darlinghurst Academy Year 5 Autumn 2 Castles- Why Would Someone Build A Castle Here?

Vocabulary

allies A group of countries that are on the 
same side. 

castle a large building, fortified against 
attack with thick walls, battlements, 
towers, and in many cases a moat.

colonialism Colonialism occurs when a country or 
a nation takes control of other lands.

feudalism the dominant social system in 
medieval Europe.

fortification a defensive wall or other 
reinforcement built to strengthen a 
place against attack.

medieval relating to the Middle Ages.

nobles a person of high rank or birth.

Normans a member of a people of who settled 
in Normandy from about AD 912 and 
became a dominant military power in 
western Europe and the 
Mediterranean in the 11th century.

peasants a poor smallholder or agricultural 
labourer of low social status.

siege a military operation in which enemy 
forces surround a town or building, 
cutting off essential supplies, with the 
aim of compelling those inside to 
surrender.
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