
 Why French? 

 

SKILLS 

A message from Mrs Clarke, our Modern Foreign Languages lead: 
 
French at Darlinghurst is interesting, stimulating and encourages a thirst for learning a language 

and preparing children for their language journey through life. We make lessons fun, engaging 
and interactive where all children can achieve their best. Every child can complete a lesson 
learning new and exciting vocabulary or even full sentences to have in conversations. We also 
strengthen their sense of identity through learning about the French culture. Our goal is for them 
to be passionate, curious and confident about their own foreign language learning abilities 

when they finish the primary school phase of their education. 

Design and Purpose 

At Darlinghurst we use the scheme and resources from Language Angels. This is slightly adapted 
to meet the needs of our pupils and fit within our layered lesson approach. Language Angels 

provides teachers with weekly interactive lessons to complete with their sessions. They also have 
the flexibility to supplement this with their own ideas and experience and those of their 
colleagues. 

 
The progression of skills is mapped across each unit:  

• Speaking, 

• Listening,  

• Reading,  

• Writing  

• and Grammar. 

 
The lessons are designed to motivate, captivate and interest children from the first moment. They 
have clear, achievable objectives and incorporate different learning styles. SEN children have 

access to the curriculum through variation of task, grouping or support from an adult. 

 
Learning a modern foreign language is a statutory requirement in KS2 and each class has a 
timetabled lesson of at least 45 mins per week every other week. 

 
French is becoming embedded into everyday school life in order to consolidate knowledge and 

ensure new language is retained. This occurs through greetings as children come into class or 
using French numbers in maths. 

 

Difference 

Our children increase their cognitive skills across other areas of learning through the 
development of learning a language.  
Each Language Angel lesson begins by recapping previous words or phrases learnt though the 

interactive aspect of the programme. Teacher are able to click on sound buttons that ‘say’ the 
words giving the children the opportunity to repeat it back. This ensures children are exposed to 
and learn the correct pronunciation. A set of French children characters guide the rest of the 
lesson, helping pupils learn new vocabulary, building them into phrases, sentences or even 
simple conversations. Each slide gives a visual representation of the word as well, further aiding 

understanding.  
The lesson progresses onto showing the written form of the word alongside the sound buttons. 
Tasks then involve children writing down words and phrases supported by the visual element seen 



during the lesson. Lessons move slowly and are repetitive ensuring that new language is 
embedded into pupil’s long-term memory. 
 

Our children are equipped to be confident individuals as we challenge them to constantly 
develop their language skills in each of the 5 main learning areas. 

 
‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 

 


