
Tea and Talk
Key Stage 2 SATs

Mrs Dunne – Year 6 Lead
Mrs Hahn – Vice Principal



What are the SATs?

• Standard Assessment Tests

• Tests for reading, maths, grammar punctuation 

and spelling

• Writing portfolio (moderated)



SATs week

oMONDAY 12th May
o Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)

o Spelling (approximately 15 minutes)

o TUESDAY 13th May
o Reading (1 hour)

oWEDNESDAY 14th May
o Maths - Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

o Maths - Papear 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)

o THURSDAY 15th May
o Maths - Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

• If your child is absent, they can take them up to 5 school days later



SATs week

• The tests will take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions 

• Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are 

handed out until they are collected after the test has ended 

• Afterwards, the completed papers are sent away to be marked externally

• The children’s results are sent back to school at some point in July and will be reported 

to parents and carers along with school reports 



What sort of results are reported?

• A raw score (the total number of marks achieved for each paper) 

• A scaled score (which is explained below)

• A judgement of whether the National Standard has been met. 

External markers convert the raw score into a scaled score between 80 and 120.

100+ is meeting the national standard

110+ is working above the national standard (greater depth). 



Grammar, punctuation and spelling

• Paper 1 is the longer paper lasts 45 minutes 

• Paper 2 is spelling only –fill in a blank within a sentence



Multiple choice Completing sentences:

Writing sentences:





Reading paper

60 minutes, including reading the texts and answering questions. 

3 different texts: non-fiction, fiction and/or poetry. 

Content Domains: 

2a) meaning of words in context; 

2b) retrieve and record details from fiction and non-fiction; 

2c) summarise main ideas; 

2d) make inferences, justify inferences with evidence from the text; 

2e) predictions; 

2f) how information contributes to meaning as a whole; 

2g) how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases; 

2h) make comparisons within the text. 



Reading at home

When reading with your child at home, ask questions like: 

• Which word/group of words means/suggests annoyed

• True or false - the French authorities make it illegal for people to swim from France to 

England?

• What impression do you have of Harry Potter?





Maths - arithmetic

30 minutes, 40 marks. 

Content:

• The four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction and mixed operation 

calculations requiring BIDMAS)

• Number properties 

• Percentages of amounts 

• Calculations using decimals and fractions





Reasoning papers

40 minutes, 35 marks. 

Requires children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as well as their ability 

to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. 

Content: 

• Number and place value (including Roman Numerals) 

• Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division calculations 

• Geometry: properties of shapes; position and direction

• Statistics

• Measurement including length, perimeter, mass (weight), volume, time and money

• Algebra 

• Ratio and proportion

• Fractions, decimals and percentages. 
The questions get harder throughout the 

paper. 

It is not unusual for a child to be unable to 

complete the entire paper in time.





Multi-step word problems:Missing information





Writing



Spelling lists





How can I help my child at home?

Do! 

• Be positive - as much encouragement and support as possible 

• Direct any questions or concerns you have about SATs to us 

• Encourage your child to talk to us or another adult they trust if they express persisting anxieties 

about SATs - though a small amount of anxiety is normal. 

• If your child is unwilling to talk to us, talk to them yourself

Don’t!

• Use past papers

• If your child has a tutor, insist they avoid them too 



Advice for Year 6 children

• Attend school each day

• Complete your homework

• Follow advice from teachers and parents 

• We are both cheering you on and want you to do your best

• Make sure you get plenty of sleep and stay well fed – sleep and food help keep the brain 

moving

• Read the questions carefully. This can help to avoid any mistakes. 

• Don’t worry if there’s something you can’t answer. Take a deep breath! You can always move 

on and go back later but it’s better to write something rather than nothing

• Keep in mind year 6 SATs are just one week of your entire life!



Questions
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