
 

 

Why Outdoor Learning  

 

 

Connected 

Curriculum 

 

A message from Miss Arnold, our Outdoor Learning Lead  

I am extremely passionate about the environment and nature. I love teaching in the outdoors and 

supporting our children to engage in outdoor learning. Outdoor Learning helps our children to make 

connections with each other and nature too. It is rewarding in so many ways. As an Outdoor Specialist 

and Beach/Coastal teacher we make use of our local area and extensive school environment within the 

curriculum. I also share expertise with other schools and collaborate with European schools having had 

the pleasure of learning about the roots of open-air culture and teaching in other countries.  

Outdoor learning is part of the connected curriculum with strong links to geography, environmental 

science, DT and food technology – we love to cook outdoors!  I work closely with other specialists with 

links to Art using natural resources and creating outdoor sculptures alongside METAL.  During local visits 

and residential, children engage in outward bound activities and orienteering too. Outdoor learning is 

great for developing the children’s learning and life skills but also for their wellbeing.  

Design and Do 

The Outdoor Learning curriculum is a bespoke package that is child-centred. It offers opportunities for 

holistic growth of the whole child through regular lessons outside. It supports exploration and risk taking. It 

develops our children’s natural fascination of the world and helps facilitate knowledge gathering but also 

develop their confidence and self-esteem.  It helps our children to develop socially, emotionally, 

physically and intellectually alongside their health, mindfulness and spirituality.   

Connections are made to our connected curriculum subjects of science, geography, art, history and 

design technology across the year, deepening understanding within units of study.  The curriculum allows 

our children to make links across relevant subjects. Links are also made to our community and local 

environment through visits to woodland, the beach and museums. Children develop their knowledge of 

physical and human characteristics, places and habitats. 

Progression is mapped across the year groups and linked to the Learning and Life Skills using the following 

strands: Orienteering and map studies, fieldwork, environmental science, nature studies, gardening, 

cooking, outdoor art and sculpture 

In Outdoor Learning we use natural and manmade tools with links to technology. This includes food 

technology with outdoor cooking. We grow our own plants and vegetables within the allotment. The 

children also care for the wildlife through providing habitats, food and animal care as they learn about 

biodiversity, bees and care for our own duck. 

Each outdoor learning lesson starts with a key question and follow a series of layers allowing children to 

show what they know, discovery and do. This includes the development of subject terminology for 

outdoor learning but also application of vocabulary across the connected curriculum.  

 

Difference 

Children gain a strong understanding of the world around them during their time at Darlinghurst. Our 

hands-on approach to outdoor learning means that children gain a range of skills but also respect and 

responsibility for the environment. Due to the connections made across the connected curriculum and to 

learning and life skills children enhance and apply their understanding of other subject matter through a 

hands on approach.  Learning and Life skills are integral to lessons:  

• Learning together – e.g. team work, negotiation, compromise, collaboration, turn taking, team roles 

• It’s up to me – e.g. responsibility, independence, contribution, decision making, effort etc.  

• Becoming better learners – involvement, making choices, taking ownership, persistence, risk taking  

• Knowing me, knowing you-understanding self and others, impact on others including the world, 

building confidence, showing empathy etc.  

• Think, Think, Think-problem solving, investigation, questioning, ask – what if? E.g. creativity, think outside 

the box, reason and enquire, evaluate. 



• Speaking and listening – e.g. communication, opinions, discussion, sharing views, meaningful 

conversation, pupil voice, developing vocabulary   

 

Outdoor learning develops children’s understanding and their actions. They grow as caring and 

responsible individuals. Many families engage in community projects to care for the grounds and 

environment such as tree planting and enhancing our allotment area. There is a positive pupil and 

parental voice for outdoor learning with engagement in projects that support the academy grounds 

amongst families, staff and communities. This is also reflected in parental choice for the academy with 

recognition of the importance of learning outside the classroom and our approach. Children have an 

extensive environment to thrive in and enjoy all areas from the woodland, wild gardens, allotments, 

animal corner, the pond, outdoor classroom and more.  

‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 

 

 



Orienteering and Map 

Reading

I can explain some 

similarities and

differences using 

maps.

I can describe 

my immediate 

environment

I can use compass 

directions and

Locational

language

I can dev ise a
simple map

I can use

simple

grid references

I can describe the
location of features

and routes on a map.

I can use the eight 

points of a 

compass

I can use and 

construct symbols 

and key on maps

I can use four-figure 

grid references,

I can look at maps 

of the local area 

and compare over 

time

I can compare 

aerial and OS 

maps

I can use 

symbols and 

a key

I can create maps 

of locations 

identifying patterns



Fieldwork

I can describe my

immediate
environment

I can understand 

some important 

processes and 

changes

I can identify

seasonal and daily 

weather patterns

I can use simple 

fieldwork and

observational skills

I can study the
key human and

physical features of
its surrounding

environment.
I can identify and
describe how the

physical features
affect human activ ity

I can use fieldwork

to observe and
record the human

and physical features

I can understand
how Human and
physical
characteristics have

changed over time.

I can use different

types of fieldwork 

sampling

I can describe
and understand

key aspects of
physical geography,

I can record results 

in a range of ways.

I can use fieldwork 

to observe and 

record using a 

range of methods



Nature and Biology

I can identify some
similarities and
differences between
the natural world and
contrasting environments

I can identify and

name a variety 
of common plants

and their parts

I can observe and

describe how seeds
and bulbs grow

I can investigate and 

describe the basic 
needs of animals, 

including humans, for
surv ival

I can identify and 

name a variety of 
common animals

I can investigate the 

way in which water is 
transported within 

plants.

I can describe the 

simple functions of 
the basic parts of the 

digestive system and
teeth

I can describe the life

process of 
reproduction in some 

plants and animals.

I can relate
knowledge of plants
and animals
to studies of ev olution

and inheritance.

I can identify that 

most liv ing things live
in habitats to which 

they are suited

I can construct and 

interpret a variety of 
food chainsI can explore the role 

of flowers in the life
cycle of flowering 

plants

I can identify that humans
and some animals hav e
skeletons  and muscles 
for support, protection

and mov ement.

I can give reasons 

for classifying plants
and animals

I can identify how
animals and plants
are adapted to suit
their env ironment in
different ways.



Sculpture

I can safely use 

and explore natural 

materials

I can experiment 

with small tools

I can begin to use 

natural and 

mouldable

materials.

I can begin to use

techniques such as
rolling, cutting,

carv ing and moulding.

I can include lines 

and texture.

I can use a 

combination of 

shapes.

I can begin to create 
and combine shapes 

to make recognisable
forms

I can include texture 

to create an effect.

I can add natural

materials to provide

interesting details.

I can begin to use

manmade and

natural tools to 

carve

I can use frameworks

(such as wire and
moulds) to provide

stability and form.

I can use clay and 

other mouldable

materials.

I can show lifelike 

qualities and 

real-life proportions.

I can combine 

visual and

tactile qualities.



Textiles

I can begin to use '

techniques such as

weaving and 

coiling.

I can begin to use 

weaving to create 

a pattern.

I can use dip-dye

techniques.

I can beginning

to colour fabrics.I can create 

weavings.

I can explore a

range of weaving
techniques on a

small and large-scale.

I can combine

previously

learned 

techniques.

I can use a variety 

of tools for drilling, 

threading and 

weaving.

I can use plaiting.

I can begin to 

show precision in 

techniques.



DT - Materials

I can use and 

explore natural 

materials and tools.

I can share

creations and 

explain the process 

'of making.

I can select from 

and use a range of 

manmade and 

natural tools

I can build outdoor

structures exploring 

how they can be 

strong and stable.

I can explore and

evaluate a range 

of existing products

I can select from a
range of materials
and textiles
according to their
characteristics

I can explore and 

use some 

mechanisms

I can generate and 

communicate ideas

through discussion 

and sketches

I can use model

examples from 

research to inform 

a design

I can select from

and use a wider
range of natural

materials and 
components

I can select from 

and use a wider 

range of manmade 

and natural tools

I can apply an
understanding

of how to strengthen 
and reinforce more 

complex  structures

I can consider the

views/ feedback 

of others.

I can use manmade 
and natural tools with

suitability and 
accuracy to perform

practical tasks



DT - Cooking

I can use a range

of small tools,

including cutlery.

I can begin to

assemble or cook

ingredients.

I can begin to 

understand where

food comes from

I can measure or 

weigh using 

measuring cups 

or electronic scales.

I can cut, peel or

grate ingredients

safely and 

hygienically.

I can assemble 

or cook ingredients

I can begin to use some
utensils, implements
and cookware to
prepare, bake and
cook recipes.

I can prepare

ingredients 

hygienically using 

appropriate utensils

I know where and

how a variety of I

ngredients are

processed

I can create and 

refine recipes

I know where and 

how a variety of

ingredients are 

grown.

I can begin to
demonstrate a

range of baking
and cooking 

techniques.

I can measure 

accurately and 

calculate ratios 

of ingredients


