
 

Music Lessons at Darlinghurst Academy 

Charanga Musical School Units of Work enable 

children to understand musical concepts, learning 

about the same musical concept through different 

musical activities enables a more secure, deeper 

learning and mastery of musical skills.  

Musical teaching and learning is not neat or linear. The strands of musical 

learning, presented within the lesson plans and the on-screen resources, are 

part of the learning spiral. Over time, children can both develop new musical 

skills and concepts, and re-visit established musical skills and concepts. 

The music curriculum at Darlinghurst has been created using the Charanga 

Scheme builder. Aspects of the original scheme are used which includes, 

listen and appraise, singing, playing glockenspiel and performing songs. It 

exposes children to improvisation and composition. Other resources within 

Charanga enhances creating and composing music through songs, 

performance and digital technology building their use of stories, poems and 

lyrical ideas. 

   



Musical learning in this scheme is built around the Interrelated Dimensions of 

Music: pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and 

notation. These dimensions are at the centre of all the learning.  

They are exposed to a range of genres and music from time periods and 

countries. This includes hip hop, reggae, pop, jazz, soul and more.  

 

Assessment Knowledge and skills are mapped for progression with 

knowledge organisers for children linked to the main songs.  Music 

passports are used to show coverage and confidence within the 

units looking at: Pulse, rhythm, Play, improvise , compose and 

reflect.  

Vocabulary and musical terms are suggested to support children to learn 

these along the way.  

 

 

Theory is also taught using aspects of 

the model unit scheme with 

supporting materials and guides for 

theory. It ensures that children learn 

about the language of music with 

foundations laid ahead of formal 

notation.  

 

Wider musical experiences within the 

academy and wider community 

enhances children’s overall musical 

experience.  



 

 


