
 

 

Why Art and Design Technology? 
 

 

 

Connected 

Curriculum 

 

A message from Mrs Buckley, our Art and Design and Technology Lead  

We are invested at Darlinghurst in enriching children’s learning experience at school and have 

designated Art Design and technology lessons taught by myself every week. I have a great desire to 

nurture and enhance creative ability as well as encourage skills within the subject area, and have a 

classroom dedicated to these lessons, where as well guided lessons being taught work is displayed and 

celebrated. 

 

Design and Purpose  

 

The Art curriculum is a bespoke curriculum that develops children’s skills, understanding of art including 
work of artists. The programme of study is progressive and linked to themes that are within the connected 

curriculum subjects, particularly outdoor learning. This deepens children’s understanding of the world 
around them, learning through landscapes, learning from the past and learning from the changing world.  

Children develop skills and concepts in:  

 

• Sketch booking   
• Drawing  
• Painting  
• Multi - Media  

• Sculpture  
• Textiles  
• DT  
The teaching of Art and Outdoor learning has always had strong links. For 2025, lessons in the Autumn and 

early Spring term have been carefully mapped to develop art skills and ODL skills focusing on the same 

contexts and themes.  

 

Lessons are carefully planned and sequenced to support children in their artistic development:  

• Capture experiences with paint and other materials  

• Represent ideas, thoughts and feelings through art  

• Draw lines, tone and texture using a variation of drawing techniques i.e. hatching, cross hatching, 

shade and colour  

• Produce art that is realist or impressionistic with a variety of brush techniques 

• Experiment with colour tints and tones including washes, water colour and natural/manmade 

colour pallets  

• Safely use and explore materials, experimenting with texture, from and function 

• Use mouldable materials and form shapes  

• Use techniques such as folding, coiling, weaving, stitching, plaiting 

• Design and make creations and builds using a range of techniques and tools – innovative, 

functional and appealing   

• Build structures that are strong and stable including using modelling and wire techniques  

 

Children use the works of artists such as Arcimboldo, Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, John Constable, Eric 

Carle, Claude Monet, Van Gogh and many more. 

 



The Art curriculum is a bespoke curriculum with components linked to the connected curriculum. Careful 

connections are made to subject matter and learning units within the connected curriculum to bring 

learning alive through creativity.   

 

Long term plans outline the breadth and depth of study for the different components.  Milestones are 

in place outlining expectations for each component:   

• Sketch books  

• Drawing  

• Painting  

• Media 

• Sculpture 

• Textiles  

• DT  

Progression of knowledge and skills is mapped across progression rivers for the strand areas. 

Our Art curriculum develops children’s understanding of how to produce creative work, using 

sketchbooks to record their experiences and explore their ideas.  We ensure our children become 

confident in developing their skills in drawing, painting, sculpture, craft and design.  Children develop the 

skills of evaluation, analysing arts of work and using artistic language.  We ensure our children use the 

work of great artists and designers to inspire their own pieces of work. 

 

Art plans make links to the outdoor learning curriculum for the components: sculpture, textiles and 

materials with children taking art outside the classroom and using natural materials to sculpt, weave 

and create.  

 

Difference 

Through the use of sketchbooks children record their experiences and explore their ideas. We ensure our 

children become confident in developing their skills in drawing, painting, sculpture, craft and design. 

Lessons include using a range of tools and techniques, including natural materials.  

 

Children develop the skills of evaluation, analysing arts of work and using artistic language. We ensure our 

children use the work of great artists and designers to inspire their own pieces of work.  

 

We ensure our children build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to 

design and make 3D artwork and models. They develop the skills of evaluation and analysis so that they 

can critique and test their ideas and the products and the work of others.  

 

Creativity experimentation and practice ensures that they develop their skills and artistic flair. Sketch 

books are a supportive mechanism to test, create and plan ideas alongside recording their observation 

and ideas. Progression across the curriculum components leads to children developing and mastering a 

range of techniques: colour, patter, texture, line, shape, form and space. Community projects and 

competitions include: art galleries, METAL, Leigh Art trail and working with artists within the community.  

 

For some of our children they choose artistic pathways in secondary school developing art at GCSE and 

A level.  
 

 

 

‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
 



Art and Design curriculum map 

Why do we play 

with different toys 

as we grow 

older? 

What can we 

learn about our 

world from stories?

Can party food 
be healthy?

What makes us 
like other 
animals?

How successful 
are we as 
entrepreneurs? 

The fairground 

What is it made 

of?

Let’s go on an 
adventure

How does 

electricity 

work?

Hello I am 

new here 

Why is water 
so precious?

What is the best 

way for Mrs 

Armitage to travel?
Are bugs 

important?

Should we stop 

eating 

chocolate?

What happens 

inside of us?

Do we make 

the most that 

are on our 

doorstep? 

Why do some 

creatures no 

longer exist? 

All about me Ground, 

air, water

Journeys Animals
Starry 

NightJourneys

Where can we 

Go for a great

Day out

Can party food

Be healthy

Pride in place

Where do

Bong trees grow?

How did families

Have fun 

In the past

Who were the

Greatest builders?

How can we

Make living here

Better for everyone?

How do I see?

How? do I hear?

Why do we

Speak English

At school?

From a railway 

Carriage.

Regional study

Italy, Germany

Holland or Denmark.

The Highwayman

Who are we?

Why do I live here?

Why would someone

Build a castle

In England?

The Lady

Of Shalott

Whats out

There?

Has there ever

Been a better

Time to live here?



Sketching and Drawing

I can make 
marks

I can hold a pencil

correctly.

I can demonstrate

good hand to

eye coordination

I can demonstrate

A knowledge of

Light and shade.I can think about 

and translate

shape and form.

I can link my mark 

to the subject

of the lesson.

I can confidently

sketch from a 

still life object.

I can work

Independently in

and out of the 

classroomand 

make good use of

Perspective.

I can implement a sketch

using imaginative

Interpretation

and pencil shading.

I can demonstrate

variation of

values in terms of 

tone, light, shade and form

as well as perspective



Breadth of study 

Sketching and Drawing



Painting

Mark making

In paint.
I can use my fingers 

and dabbers as well as other 

painting implements

I can use

a variety of different
paints

I can confidently
colour mix and
interpret the
meaning of a painting

I can work

independently

I am confident to

experiment with a

variety of

styles and paint

I can hold a

paintbrush

correctly

I can successfully 

colour mix 

I can show good 

knowledge of 

primary colours

I can link my paint style

to the

subject 

of the lesson
I can paint in a variety

of ways, using

different tools

and equipment

I can emulate

the painting style

of a well 

known artist

I can match shades

to create mood.



Breadth of study 

Painting



Design and Technology

I can make a 

Simple object

With support

I can link my 

design to the subject

of the lesson

I can 

I can use play 

dough,

clay and lego to 

make a simple 

object

I can work as 
Part of a team

Interpret my 
design in a variety 
of ways

I can experiment with 

different media to 

enhance my design

Use imaginative 
and creative 
thinking

Confidence to experiment 

with 

different styles and 

media

Develop a critical eye and 

opinion of my own and 

other s designs

I can hold a 

pair of 

scissors/tools 

correctly

I can design

and create a 

simple object 

independently

Work independently

and assess others work

Emulate the style

of a designer or

architect

I can successfully

cut out and around

shapes
Confident to make a 

Hard and soft

sculpture



Breadth of study 

Design and Technology 



Working scientifically 

• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them

• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests

• making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a

range of equipment, including thermometers and data loggers

• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions

• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables

• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions

• using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions

• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes

• using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings.

• planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary

 taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate

 recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line 

graphs

 using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests

 reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in 

oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations

 identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments.

 asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways

 observing closely, using simple equipment

 performing simple tests

 identifying and classifying

 using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions

 gathering and recording data to help in answering questions

Year 3 and 4 

Year 1 and 2 

Year 5 and 6  

Other Media

I can hold and mark make

Using crayons and coloured pencils

I can create a simple collage

I can use oil pastels

and blend them

within my work

Confidently use mixed

media

Use charcoal and chalk

in an effective way

Print using a stencil

Use the equipment

which best suits

my work

Create an inkwash

and water resistant piece of work

that conveys a style,

mood or story in a creative way

Link the correct medium

to create a piece of work that conveys

a style, mood or story

Combine subject knowledge

to create a piece of 

work which

showcases an ability to

express control and precision 



Breadth of study 

Other Media


